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OF  THE 


SANITARY  CONDITION 


OF  THE 


KIRKHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT, 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  KIRKHAM 
URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

Gentlemen, 


HE  Report  for  the  year  1892,  which  I have  the  honour  to 


JL  present  to  you,  is  both  satisfactory  and  unsatisfactory.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  death-rate  from  preventible  diseases 
keeps  low,  and  has  been  noAv  for  three  years  below  1 per  1,000. 

It  is  unsatisfactory  in  that  it  is  ten  years  since  so  high  a 
death-rate  has  been  recorded. 

The  severe  weather  early  in  the  year  told  very  severely  on  the 
old  people  and  children,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  being  very 
prevalent. 

Towards  the  end  of  January  epidemic  influenza  again  visited 
us  and  ran  rife  in  February,  scarcely  a family  in  the  town  escaping. 
The  deaths  recorded  are  only  three.  This  is  not  so  much  owing  to 
the  mildness  of  the  outbreak,  but  rather  to  the  fact  that  folks  have 


4 


profited  by  the  epidemic  of  former  years,  and  at  once  took  to  bed 
as  soon  as  the  premonitary  symptoms  shewed  themselves.  This 
epidemic  disappeared  in  March,  almost  as  suddenly  as  it  came. 

There  was  little  sickness  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  year. 
In  June  a case  of  scarlet  fever  was  notified  ; isolation  was  at  once 
adopted,  and  “ no  other  case  occurred.” 

In  August  there  was  a death  from  diphtheria ; this  was  no 
doubt  an  imported  case  from  the  Fylcle  Rural  District,  so  our 
zymotic  death-rate  should  be  even  lower  than  it  is. 

* 

Diseases  of  the  lungs  increased  with  the  severe  weather  as  the 
winter  came  on. 

Looking  at  the  past  year  from  a sanitary  point  of  view,  it 

§ 

cannot  but  be  deemed  satisfactory.  The  deaths  from  zymotic 
disease  number  only  four,  and  one  of  them,  as  I pointed  out  above, 
was  imported  ; one  was  a case  of  puerperal  fever,  and  two  were  due 
to  erysipelas. 

From  the  above  summary  it  will  be  seen  that  with  the  excep- 
tion of  influenza  there  has  been  a complete  immunity  from  any 
epidemic ; this  is  more  remarkable  when  we  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  scarlet  fever  was  more  or  less  prevalent  in  the  sur- 
rounding districts. 

II. 

Regarding  the  general  sanitary  state  of  the  town  and  the  sum- 
mary of  work  done  during  the  year,  the  fact  of  no  epidemic  of 
zymotic  disease  visiting  us  made  the  work  comparatively  light ; the 
one  case  of  scarlet  fever  (thanks  to  the  Notification  Act)  was  at 
once  isolated  and  no  other  case  occurred. 

The  case  of  diphtheria  was  also  limited  to  one  case.  The 
origin  of  this  was  no  doubt  the  Blue  Coat  School,  at  Newton,  where 
the  man  had  been  employed  at  some  alterations  to  the  drains. 
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The  conjoint  sewage  scheme  of  Kirkham  and  Wesham  is  at 
last  accomplished.  I would  again  advise  the  Board  to  seriously 
consider  the  question  of  extending  their  boundaries  so  as  to  bring 
Wesham  into  the  urban  district,  for  I fear  there  will  be  difficulty  in 
maintaining  the  efficacy  of  the  new  sewer,  and  in  keeping  the  Dow- 
bridge  Brook  free  from  pollution. 

The  interests  of  Kirkham  and  Wesham  are  (as  I have  before 
pointed  out)  very  much  in  common.  One  hardship  is  that  no  goods 
can  come  from  the  Station  Goods  Yard  to  Wesham  without  travers- 
ing the  Kirkham  roads,  which  means  that  these  roads,  cut  up  by 
the  heavy  traffic  to  Wesham,  have  to  be  maintained  at  the  expense 
of  the  Kirkham  ratepayers. 

The  house  accommodation  in  the  town  is  ample,  but  some  of 
the  old  cottages  are  far  from  giving  the  requisite  cubic  capacity 
consistent  with  health.  These  cottages  are  inhabited  by  the  lowest 
class  in  the  town — a class  that  will  not  or  cannot  afford  to  pay  a 
reasonable  rent,  and,  moreover,  one  whom  the  owners  of  modern 
cottages  do  not  care  to  have  as  tenants.  The  result  is  to  make  me 
hesitate  to  condemn  these  dwellings,  especially  when  I find  that 
there  has  not  been  a single  case  of  zymotic  disease  dependent  on 
sanitary  defects  in  them  since  I came  into  office,  five  and  a-lialf 
years  ago,  and  a wholesale  condemning  of  this  property  would  lead 
to  over-crowding. 

Only  one  new  house  has  been  erected  during  the  year. 


6 


KIRKHAM  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  ivorJe  done,  and  Report,  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1892. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,- 


Number  of  Notices  given  by  Inspector 
Special  Notices 

Notice  to  lime-wash  and  cleanse 

Drains  opened  out,  cleansed,  and  defects  rectified 

Slopstone  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  and  made  to  dis- 
charge over  gullies 

Privies  improved 

Wet  and  offensive  ash-pits  drained,  Ac. 

Privies  converted  into  water-closets  ... 

Nuisances  abated  arising  from  defective  walls  in  connection 
with  closets  ... 

„ arising  from  pigsties 

Filthy  back  yards,  &c.,  cleansed  under  notice 
Fowls  kept  in  dwelling-houses  removed 
Fowls  and  wooden  erections  removed  out  of  back  yards 
Pigs  removed  from  small  back  yards ... 


225 

5 

17 

71 

4 

24 

17 

2 

30 

2 

77 

3 
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EMPTYING  OF  ASHPITS. 

Closets  and  ash  pits  connected  with  dwelling-house  emptied 

and  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  617 

This  work  at  times  is  difficult  to  keep  up  with,  many  ash  pits 
have  to  stand  over  for  some  time  owing  to  difficulty  of 
obtaining  carts. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

Inspected  periodically.  No  complaints  during  the  year. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Inspected  regularly ; no  overcrowding,  quite  the  reverse. 

Notices  to  lime-wash  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Inspected  regularly  ; kept  fairly  clean  and  garbage  removed,  with 
one  exception,  where  part  of  the  slaughter-house  was  found 
fenced  off  and  used  as  a pigstye. 


DAIRIES’,  COWSHEDS’,  AND  MILK  SHOPS’  ORDER. 

Inspected  regularly. 

Total  number  registered 

MARINE  STORE  DEALER. 

Duly  inspected 

TRIPE  MANUFACTURERS. 

Duly  inspected 

DISEASES  NOTIFIED. 

Typhoid  fever,  1 ; scarlet  fever,  1 ; erysipelas,  2 
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1 
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PROSECUTION  UNDER  “ PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.” 

One  dwelling-house  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  unsafe. 
Prosecuted,  and  ordered  to  be  pulled  down. 


WILLIAM  SWAPvBPJCK,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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VITAL  STJS/TXSTXOS. 


The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1892  is  4,011. 
Area  of  the  district,  857  acres. 

Births. — In  1892  there  were  registered  128  births.  This 
gives  a birth-rate  of  31 '9  per  1,000. 

Marriages. — 80,  marriages  were  solemnized  during  the  year  : 
34  at  the  Parish  Church,  8 at  the  Homan  Catholic  Chapel,  6 at  the 

i 

Zion  Chapel,  and  32  at  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  Registrar. 
The  marriage  rate  is  19*9  per  1,000. 

Deaths. — There  were  110  deaths  registered  during  the  year, 
which  gives  a death-rate  of  27 '4  per  1,000.  This  is  the  highest 
death-rate  recorded  for  the  past  ten  years.  Of  these  deaths  50,  or, 
nearly  one  half,  took  place  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

On  analysing  these  deaths  I find  that  12  were  due  to  bron- 
chitis and  pneumonia,  6 to  phthisis,  3 to  influenza  complicated  with 
lung  trouble  ; all  chest  affections. 

In  the  second  quarter  19  deaths  were  registered.  6 were  in 
infants  (that  is  under  12  months),  7 from  old  age,  and  1 from 
diphtheria. 

In  the  third  quarter  there  were  only  17  deaths. 

In  the  last  quarter  chest  affections  again  became  prominent, 
there  were  24  deaths.  6 were  from  lung  diseases,  and  9 were 
infants. 

Table  shewing  Deaths  per  quarter  for  past  three  years. 

Year.  1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter. 

1890  ...  21  ...  18  ...  18  ...  19 

1891  ...  17  ...  28  ...  17  ...  27 

1892  ...  50  ...  19  ...  17  ...  24 
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Zymotic  Death-Rate. — Four  deaths  resulted  from  zymotic 
disease,  giving  a zymotic  death-rate  of  0 99  per  1,000.  This  com- 
pares very  favourably  with  the  past  ten  years.  One  of  these  cases 
was  no  doubt  an  imported  one,  which  would  make  this  death-rate 
still  lower. 

Infantile  Death-rate. — The  Infantile  Death-rate  estimated 
on  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  to  1,000  births  is  242. 
There  is  still  room  for  improvement  here,  although  better  than  last 
year,  when  they  numbered  266  per  1,000. 


Table  shewing  Birth,  Death  and  Zymotic  Death-rate  for 

the  past  ten  years. 


Year. 

Birth-rate. 

1883 

32-0 

1884 

33-0 

1885 

3D8 

1886 

33*6 

1887 

31T 

1888 

34*7 

1889 

32-8 

1890 

33-6 

1891 

30-0 

1892 

31-9 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic 

Death-rate. 

28-2 

3*8 

25-4 

1-5 

22*7 

1-7 

22-5 

2*7 

23T 

30 

18*7 

0-7 

24-8 

6-6 

18-4 

•02 

22-2 

•74 

27*4 

*99 

FYLDE  UNION  WORKHOUSE. 

The  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  totalled  53.  The  greater  portion 
of  the  deaths,  viz.,  30,  were  of  old  people. 


This  Institution  did  not  escape  the  influenza  epidemic  early  in 
year.  It  first  shewed  itself  in  the  end  of  January,  and  in  a short 
time  spread  through  the  whole  house.  It  was  particularly  fatal  to 
the  old  folks,  8 being  cut  off  in  one  month ; their  ages  ranging 
from  65  to  82.  The  youngest  victim,  I find,  was  55.  This  in 
itself  speaks  well  for  the  dietary  and  general  management  of  the 
Institution,  containing  so  many  young  people,  to  allow  an  epidemic 
of  so  severe  a nature  to  go  through  their  midst  without  a single 
fatality. 
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Phthisis,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  numbered  13. 

Four  children  died  under  the  age  of  3 years  from  congenital 
ailments.  There  was  one  death  from  typhoid  (a  case  brought  into 
the  Infirmary).  The  rest  of  the  deaths  are  mostly  from  senile 
decay,  the  highest  age  registered  being  93. 

Appended  are  the  tables  furnished  by  the  Local  Government 
Board. 


I am,  &c., 


W.  1/1/ . SHAW,  M.R.C  S., 


L.  S.A., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


(ft)  TABLE  OF  DEATHS , during  the  Year  1892,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Kir kham,  classified  according  to 

Diseases , Ages,  and  Localities. 
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(B)  TABLE  OF  POPULATION , BIRTHS , 0#  iFE’TF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the 

knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1892,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Kirkham,  classified 
according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  has  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  February  1st,  1890.  No  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  District. 
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